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Synthes Proximal Femoral Nail (PFN) is compared to Howmedica’s Gamma Locking Nail
(GLN). '

The Synthes PFN System is intended to treat stable and unstable proximal femoral fractures
including pertrochanteric fractures, intertrochanteric fmctures high subtrochanteric fractures, and

combinations of these fractures.

Howmedica’s GLN is intended to treat stable and unstable proximal femoral fractures including
pertrochanteric fractures, intertrochanteric fractures, and high subtrochanteric fractures (without

distal extensions).

Synthes PFN System is an intramedullary nail which utilizes a weightbearing dynamic femoral
neck screw and an anti-rotational parallel hip pin. Distal interlocking is performed with an
aiming arm and can be either static or dynamic. The following components makeup the PFN
system: proximal femoral nails, hip pins, femoral neck screws, 4.9 mm locking bolts, and 17

mm end caps.

The PFN has a 17 mm proximal diameter, and is 240 mm in length. The PFN features an angle
between femoral neck / shaft ranging from 125° - 140°. It has two proximal holes: one'is 6.5
mm in diameter and the other is 11 mm in diameter. Two distal holes accept the 4.9 mm locking
bolts. The hip pin, femoral neck screws, and 4.9 mm locking bolts are used to lock the PFN into
place. The hip pin is 6.5 mm in diameter and is available in lengths ranging from 75 mm to 120
mm. The femoral neck screw is 11 mm in diameter and is available in lengths ranging from 80
mm to 120 mm. The 4.9 mm locking bolts have a 4.9 mm diameter and are available in lengths
ranging from 26 mm to 100 mm. The proximal end of the PFN accepts a 17 mm end cap. The
end cap is 17 mm in diameter and is available in 0 to 15 mm extensions. Synthes PFN System is

manufactured from a titanium alloy and stainless steel.

Based on the mechanical test results, the PFN is at least equivalent to the GLN.



