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U[Wlm[noWcfUZrc[b̀fbne ��gh�����i�h���������(j���ki�((�t����g�i�(_!_ptqp\q�����������#�h�h�g����ph�(���h�q��t���(&!�ĵ!�j��g\!!���g�����g#�h�i��h�������#�g���(���i�������i����(�����i�������(���i��$�h#�th�(�(k��t���((i���gt�������h���{����g���{���i�����g���{g�(��#\!!�k�i�����$����h�g����(jh�(���h��(��i{h��gi�h���h������ht���p����tq(������$������(�k��i�(���t����h�$���(�{���h�$�g�h�h����g�(�gh�����i������g�����(��g�i�h�#�h�j���(���((�#��g�(������������h�����{p���qk&!���t���(�h��i����$���(i���g#��������g��t���(����������������������(�g���g��������i���i�h(�g�k̂!���t���(�h�{������$���(i���g#������������������������������̂�������������g��������i���i�h(�g�k\!!���t���(�h�t����

Reference ID: 5318570

     
 

I 



���������	�
����
��������������������������������
������
�����

�����  �!"#�$$%$ ����&��'()*+,+-./$$ "00)12+*)342)/567)85$59

:;<=>?=@A;BCDE@AC<FGH=DIEJ;C:FG:CKDF:@GFK;@@FGLMNOPQRSTUVWVWXYMZX[WZ\][MWVWNOXVNOX̂YMZX_C̀JA:CKDF:J;>:C=>@aF@IF:=a;IC@:AFCJ:=BF=>baFG=F>:C>G:AFH;DD;c=>bJ;DD;=GCD@=D=J;>G=;d=GFeJa;@JCaIFDD;@F@;G=fIeICb>F@=fI@:FCaC:FeIC>>=:;DeC>GI=Ja;Jag@:CDD=>FJFDDfD;@F_h<CGagH=DIJ;C:=>bJ;>@=@:@;H<;DgF:AgDF>FbDgJ;De<;DgB=>gDCDJ;A;De:CDJe:=:C>=fIG=;d=GFeaFG=a;>;d=GFiRSSIb:CKDF:@jegFDD;c=a;>;d=GFikSIbC>GRSSIb:CKDF:@j_l;I<;>F>:@f@FG=>J;I<;@=:=;>@;H:AFGafb<a;GfJ:CaFCDDJ;I<F>G=CDIC:Fa=CD@C>Gm;aJ;I<;@FGHa;IJ;I<F>G=CDIC:Fa=CD@_naCGFoCIFiaF@IF:=a;Ij:CKDF:@CaF<CJ?CbFGC@pSEJ;f>:;aqSEJ;f>::CKDF:@=>CA=bAEGF>@=:g<;DgF:AgDF>FK;::DFc=:ACJA=DGEaF@=@:C>:JD;@faFC>GC>=>GfJ:=;>@FCD_nA=@Gafb<a;GfJ:@A;fDGKF@:;aFGC:rSsl:;rtsliuksv:;wwsvjxFdJfa@=;>@<FaI=::FG:;Rtsl:;pSslitqsv:;kusvjy@FFz{|l;>:a;DDFG};;InFI<FaC:faF~_����������������������������� om������������������ om������������������������������ rS;l�rt;liuk;v�ww;vjxFdJfa@=;><FaI=::FGRt;l�pS;litq;v�ku;vjy@FFz{|J;>:a;DDFGa;;I:FI<FaC:faF~
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

BIOPHARMACEUTICS 

Product Background: 

NDA: 217785 

Drug Product Name / Strength: Resmetirom Tablets/ 60 mg, 80 mg, 100 mg 

Indication: Treatment of non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) with liver fibrosis 

Route of Administration: Oral 

Applicant Name: Madrigal Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Review Recommendation: ADEQUATE 

Review Summary: 

The Applicant intends to seek approval of MGL-3196 (Resmetirom) 60 mg, 80 mg, or 100 mg 

immediate-release tablets for the treatment of NASH via the 505 (b)(1) pathway. Resmetirom is 

a thyroid hormone receptor beta (THR-β) selective agonist, indicated for the treatment of adults 

with nonalcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) with liver fibrosis. 

Biopharmaceutics review is focused on the evaluation and acceptability of bridging of 

formulations, biowaiver request, dissolution method, and acceptance criterion. 

In Vitro Dissolution Method and Acceptance Criterion: ADEQUATE 

The following dissolution method was found to be acceptable for the proposed drug product for 

Quality Control (QC) purposes during the IND stage: 

The details can be found in the link below: 

https://darrts.fda.gov/darrts/ViewDocument?documentId=090140af806c65b3 

The Applicant’s proposed acceptance criterion Q= % in 30 minutes is deemed acceptable based 

on the dissolution data submitted. 

Formulation development and bridging: ADEQUATE from Biopharm perspective 

Resmetirom was initially available in capsule form to support the earlier Phase 1 and Phase 2 

clinical studies. Formulations 5 and 6 had strengths of 40 mg and 60 mg, respectively. 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

A tablet formulation, Formulation 7, was developed to address  issues encountered with 

the capsule formulations. The Applicant conducted an in vivo relative BA study (MGL-3196-08) 

to compare capsule Formulation 5 (40 mg) and Formulation 6 (60 mg) to tablet Formulation 7 

(100 mg). The assessment of these clinical studies is under the purview of Office of Clinical 

Pharmacology (OCP). The dissolution profiles for capsule Formulation 6 and tablet Formulation 

7 in Quality Control (QC) medium are similar. 

Tablet Formulation 7 was modified to Formulation 8 for Phase 3 (pivotal) MGL-3196-11 studies. 

These formulations have the same  composition and differ only in a minor 

adjustment to the  composition to improve . Tablet Formulation 8 has 

higher level of  compared to tablet Formulation 7. However, the total 

excipient change is . The dissolution profiles for Formulation 7 and 8 in QC medium 

is similar. Phase 3 studies are complete using Formulation 8 i.e, safety and efficacy data is 

available on Formulation 8. Therefore, no further in vitro or in vivo bridging data is needed. 

In response to the FDA feedback received, the Applicant implemented a change in the non-

functional tablet coating color for further differentiation of tablet strengths intended for 

commercialization for 60 and 80 mg tablets. The tablet coating colors for the 60 mg (white) and 

80 mg (yellow) commercial drug product are  

 are known as Formulation 8A. No change in tablet coating 

color is being made for the commercial 100 mg tablets, which will remain the original beige color 

(Formulation 8). The dissolution profiles for tablet Formulation 8 and 8A for 60 mg and 80 mg 

strengths are similar. 

Biowaiver Request: ADEQUATE from Biopharm perspective 

The biowaiver request was submitted by the Applicant for the lower strengths. However, all three 

strengths 60, 80, and 100 mg were used in the Pivotal Phase 3 study MGL-3196-11. The Phase 3 

study is deemed acceptable by the OCP. In addition, the PK is dose proportional over the proposed 

dose range. The in vitro drug release profile of all strengths was found to be similar in QC 

dissolution medium. Therefore, the biowaiver request is not applicable. 

List of Submissions being reviewed: 
Sequence 0003 Original 

Highlight Key Outstanding Issues from Last Cycle: None. 

Concise Description Outstanding Issues Remaining: None. 

From Biopharmaceutics perspective, NDA 217785 for Resmetirom tablets (60 mg, 80 mg, 

and 100 mg) is recommended for APPROVAL. 

BCS Designation 

Reviewer’s Assessment: 

Solubility: 

Reference ID: 5318570

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4) (b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)



QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

The solubility of resmetirom at 37 ºC was evaluated as a function of pH in aqueous buffer over 

the range of approximately pH 1-8, and in unbuffered distilled water. The results (Table 1) show 

that resmetirom is poorly soluble at low pH, with the solubility increasing at neutral and basic 

pH. 

Permeability: 

The Applicant mentions that permeability is estimated to be medium to low and therefore may be 

classified as a BCS 4 molecule. However, no data is provided and no request for BCS designation 

has been made. 

Dissolution: See below. 

1. Composition of proposed drug product:

The quantitative composition of Resmetirom Tablets is listed in the table below. 

Table 2: Resmetirom Tablets Commercial Formulation 8 (100 mg) and 8A (60 mg and 80 mg) 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

2. In vitro dissolution method and acceptance criterion:

The following dissolution method was found to be acceptable for the proposed drug product for 

QC purposes during the IND stage: 

The details can be found in the link below: 

https://darrts.fda.gov/darrts/ViewDocument?documentId=090140af806c65b3 

The Applicant’s proposed acceptance criterion Q= % in 30 minutes is deemed acceptable based 

on the dissolution data submitted. 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

Formulation development and bridging 

Resmetirom capsule Formulation 5 and 6 and tablet Formulation 7 

Resmetirom was initially available in capsule form in 0.25 mg, 2.5 mg, 10 mg, and 50 mg 

strengths to support the earlier clinical studies. Later studies used two strengths: 40 mg and 60 

mg. Resmetirom capsule formulations were used in Phase 2 studies (MGL-3196-05 and MGL-

3196-06) and Phase 1 studies up to and including MGL-3196-08. 

A tablet formulation, Formulation 7, was developed to address  issues encountered with 

the capsule formulations. Formulation 7 was designed  

 as 40 mg or 60 mg resmetirom tablets  

 

 

The Applicant conducted an in vivo relative BA study (MGL-3196-08) to compare capsule 

Formulations 5 (40 mg) and 6 (60 mg) (batches 1709158 and 1709161, respectively) with tablet 

Formulation 7 (100 mg). In this study, relative bioavailability of a 100 mg dose of resmetirom 

tablets (achieved using a 40 mg tablet plus a 60 mg tablet) to a 100 mg dose of resmetirom 

capsules (achieved using a 40 mg capsule plus 60 mg capsule) was demonstrated in clinical study 

MGL-3196-08. The assessment of these clinical studies is under the purview of OCP. The batches 

used in the study are shown in the table below. 

Table 3: Drug Product Batches used in MGL-3196-08 (Relative Bioavailability Study) 

The Applicant provided dissolution data for capsule Formulation 6 and tablet Formulation 7, and 

the profiles are similar as shown in the figure below. 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

Tablet Formulation 7 and Pivotal Clinical Phase 3 tablet Formulation 8 

Tablet Formulation 7 was modified to Formulation 8 at 40, 60, 80 and 100 mg dose strengths for 

Phase 3 (pivotal) MGL-3196-11 studies. These formulations have the same  

composition and differ only in a minor adjustment to the  composition to improve 

. The % w/w composition of resmetirom tablets Formulation 7 and Formulation 8 is 

provided in the below table. Tablet Formulation 8 has higher level of  

compared to tablet Formulation 7. However, the total excipient change is . 

Table 4: Composition of Resmetirom Tablets 60 mg, 80 mg and 100 mg (Formulations 7 

and 8) 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

The Applicant provided comparative dissolution data for 60 mg formulation 7 and 8 in QC 

medium as shown in Figure 1 above. The dissolution profiles are similar for all formulations. 

Phase 3 studies are complete using Formulation 8 i.e, safety and efficacy data is available on 

Formulation 8. Therefore, any further in vitro or in vivo bridging data is not needed. 

Pivotal Clinical Phase 3 tablet Formulation 8 and commercial Formulations 8A for 40 and 60 mg: 

In response to the FDA feedback received November 4, 2022 for a Type C CMC meeting, and as 

agreed via a Type D CMC meeting for which FDA response was received March 23, 2023, the 

Applicant implemented a change in the non-functional tablet coating color for further 

differentiation of tablet strengths intended for commercialization.  

 The tablet coating colors for the 60 mg (white) 

and 80 mg (yellow) commercial drug product  

 are known as Formulation 8A. No change in tablet coating 

color is being made for the commercial 100 mg tablets, which will remain the original beige color 

(Formulation 8). 

The Applicant provided dissolution data for tablet Formulation 8 and 8A for 60 mg and 80 mg 

strengths, and the profiles are similar as shown in the figures below. 

Figure 2: Comparative Dissolution Profiles of Resmetirom Tablets, 80 mg for Formulation 

8 (Opadry II Beige coating) and Formulation 8A (Opadry II Yellow coating) 

Figure 3: Comparative Dissolution Profiles of Resmetirom Tablets, 60 mg for Formulation 

8 (Opadry II Beige coating) and Formulation 8A (Opadry II White coating) 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

Biowaiver Request: Adequate 
The biowaiver request was submitted by the Applicant for the lower strengths. However, all three 

strengths 60, 80, and 100 mg were used in the Pivotal Phase 3 study MGL-3196-11 (see table 

below for the batches used).  The Phase 3 study is deemed acceptable by the OCP which was 

communicated in an email on 1/2/2024. In addition, the PK is dose proportional over the proposed 

dose range. Therefore, the biowaiver request is not applicable. The in vitro drug release profile of 

all strengths was found to be similar in QC dissolution medium as shown below. Resmetirom 

tablets are immediate-release tablets  

. Drug product tablet strengths are 

proportionally similar in their active and inactive ingredients. 

Resmetirom tablets (all strengths) have all been tested using the same approved in vitro 

dissolution method. The dissolution profiles for three representative batches of resmetirom tablets 

used in MGL-3196-11, one of each strength, are presented in the below figure. The dissolution 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

profiles of resmetirom tablets 60 mg, 80 mg, and 100 mg are similar showing consistent in vitro 

behavior. 

Figure 4: Comparative Dissolution Profiles of Representative Resmetirom Tablets 60 

mg (batch 19D100), 80 mg (batch 19D101), and 100 mg (batch 19D102) used 

in MGL-3196-11, n=12 each 

Primary Biopharmaceutics Reviewer Name: Kalpana Paudel, Ph.D. 

Secondary Reviewer Name: Tapash Ghosh, Ph.D. 
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